A general, not teacher-research specific, resource on how to do research. Shows how to select a topic/creating a research agenda/ the essentials of argument/how to outline the final report. Offers lots of visuals, such as ways to represent data in charts and diagram of how to "think" about research problems. Practical and reader friendly. Filled with "Quick Tips." Part 1 provides an orientation to the research process and begins the discussion of what motivates researchers and their readers. Part 2 focuses on finding a topic, planning the project, and locating appropriate sources. Part 3 explains the art of making an argument and supporting it. Part 4 covers drafting and revising, and offers new information on the visual representation of data. Part 5 concludes the book with an updated discussion of the ethics of research, as well as an expanded bibliography that includes many electronic sources. Glesne, C. (2005 Develop a data-gathering mindset that seems to be a first step in moving towards a TAR model. Totally practical, every chapter in Taking Note is packed with ideas and techniques you can use to become a cogent, skillful, and accurate notetaker:
• The Tools of the Trade: Don't get buried in scraps of paper. There are all kinds of inexpensive stationery items that are just right for the job so you start off organized and stay organized.
• When to Write: All about time-finding it, controlling it, and saving some for yourself.
• What to Write: You don't have to write down everything you observe. These hints will help you tell what's important and what's not.
• Bringing It All Together: These case studies show you how two teachers developed their notetaking skills in very different settings.
• From
Step-by-Step to a Dance: Try these ideas to set up and finance an inservice program to build a network of expert notetakers. 
Action Research in Education
Action research is defined as "research, usually informal, designed for direct application to behavior or to a situation, as research by teachers in their classrooms" ( from The literacy dictionary: The vocabulary of reading and writing by Harris and Hodges). Action research is typically conducted by "insiders," is geared toward improving practice and the practitioner, and is self-critical (self-study). Teacher research is more than a way of thinking: it involves specific procedures and practices that lead to positive changes in teaching and learning. This text presents the methods of teacher research for novice and veteran teacher-researchers. It includes
• research strategies illustrated in handson workshops;
• sample projects from twenty-eight contributing teachers in grades Kcollege;
• guidelines for setting up schoolwide inquiry groups;
• practical strategies for managing time and resources in research projects;
• innovative ideas for enlisting students and colleagues as co-researchers;
• ethical considerations in teacher research projects;
• advice from veteran teacher-researchers on building regional and national support networks;
• suggestions for getting research published; and
• internet resources for teacherresearchers. Turn your school into a learning community using action research. Each chapter prepares you to take the next step:
Mills, G. E. (2003).
• Finding and refining your focus
• Articulating and drawing a theory in action
• Determining the research questions
• Building and analyzing a data-collection plan
• Turning findings into action plans
• Reporting and sharing action research Sagor, R. (2000) . Guiding school improvement with action research. Alexandria, VA: ASCD.
List Price: $24.95
Presents a seven-step process for improving teaching and learning in classrooms at all grade levels. Using practical examples, and featuring research tools, and easy-to-follow "implementation strategies," Sagor guides the readers through the process from start to finish, describing how action research can enhance a teacher's professional standing and efficacy while succeeding in settings characterized by an increasingly diverse student population. This journal aims to provide a forum for teachers' voices, a place where teachers working in classrooms, from pre-school to university, can share their experiences and learn from each other. Join us as we embark on this exciting new venture. In each issue, you will find feature-length articles, as well as short reports of work-in-progress, book reviews, and discussions on current issues in teacher research. We welcome submissions on a wide variety of topics related to classroom research including curriculum, methodology, ethics, collaboration, and community.
Online Resources and TeacherResearch-Specific Journals
Participatory Action Research Network (PARnet) http://www.parnet.org/ PARnet aims to create a self-monitored, community-managed knowledge base and gateway to action research resources, connecting practitioners and scholars with each other, the literature, and other educational opportunities. A premier resource for the international action research community, this site includes a bibliographic database, links to academic programs and community projects, a calendar of events, and announcements of PAR activities across the world.
